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Thackeray's Letters, Charles Bradlaugh, etc. The author's obser- 
vations are a little trite. For example, he discourses on the duty 
of being true to our convictions, on the advantages of looking on 
the best side of things, and so on. Every one knows all these 
things. The difficulty lies in carrying them out in practice. But 
doubtless there is no harm in reminding people of them. The 
author, it may be noted, is very agnostic. 

W. F. Trotter. 
Edinburgh. 

Footsteps in Human Progress, Secular and Religious: A 
Short Series of Letters to a Friend. By James Samuelson. 8vo. 
London: Swan Sonnenschein & Co., 1898. Pp. 113. 
Mr. Samuelson seeks to show that the course of civilization, in 
spite of its many apparently devious and deeply shadowed turns 
and twists, has been "slowly but surely towards a far distant goal 
designed and prepared for the human race by a higher Intelli- 
gence." The book might be described as a series of concrete 
illustrations of the theological doctrine of Providence, or of the 
philosophical doctrine of the rationality of history. After read- 
ing the genial chapters, one feels sorry to be unable to accept the 
author's protest that he is not optimistic. 

J. A. T. 

Communism in Central Europe in the Time of the Reforma- 
tion. By Karl Kanbsky. Translated by G. L. and E. P. Milli- 
ken. London : T. Fisher Unwin, 16 shillings. 
This volume, which originally formed part of "Geschichte des 
Socialismus," deals with the history of heretical communism. In 
it the history and customs of the Bohemian Brethren, the Taborites, 
and the Anabaptists are described at considerable length. The 
descriptions bear evidence of much learning and research ; the 
book is full of curious information, and the events which are re- 
lated in it have been little known or studied, although they have no 
unimportant bearing on many problems and theories of the present 
time. Unfortunately, the style of the author does not do justice to 
his material ; if what he has to say interests the reader, it is in spite 
of the way in which it is said. 

Throughout the book Herr Kanbsky sets himself to prove that 

the popular representation of the period has up to the present 

time been a false one. For example, he says, "according to the 

usual popular representation of history, the only question at issue 
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